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TO 
MY OFFSPRING 

Singular Number, Feminine Gender 

INFANT 

I Exuberantly Dedicate 
This Volume 

So far ae I know, She is the only human 

being who thinks Father is 

funny. And to him 

She is certainly 

a Scream. 
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£jj WHY WE "WENT AND DONE IT!" Ui 

TPEN years ago, in "the Athens of America," 
was born and christened — without benefit 
of clergy — that irreverent scion of owl-eyed 
Philology, " The Foolish Dictionary." At that 
time matters linguistic were in a pretty parlous 
state. Millions of English-speaking people all 
over the world had begun to respect, and fear, 
their glossaries and the name of Lexicographer 
was almost sacrosanct. People had got into 
the habit of approaching a Dictionary with a 
"green and yellow melancholy"; as for a ; 
Thesaurus, they never dared thread their way j 
through one without first carefully knitting | 
their brows. To add to the encircling gloom, « 
that venerable story of Noah Webster went * 
the rounds, wherein the wife of the eminent | 
scholar was represented as having once caught 
him kissing the servant girl. 

"Noah," congealed Mrs. Webster, "I am 
surprised!" 

Turning majestically from pursuits oscula- I 
tory.thegt^tl^^apherJemarked.inhi. * 
best professional voice: 

" Madam, you are mistaken. I am surprised. 
You are astonished." 

The ruling passion of the Study triumphing, 
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it seems, over the temporary avocation of the 
Kitchen. 

The effect of this and similar instances of 
painful exactitude in speech was most dis- 
couraging. People became more and more 
slovenly in diction, more and more fearful of 
lexicon thumbing. 

"The Foolish Dictionary" changed all this. 
It started right in to "chirk" folks up. Be- 
ginning with a pyrotechnic perigrination of our 
own broad land, it invaded Canada, England, 
and Australia, and never stopped until it had 
penetrated every known spot where English, 
or near-English, is the prevailing chatter. 
Threading the gloom-girt trail blazed by the 
ponderous Worcester and the sonorous Cen- 
tury, this attenuated Jester in fool's cap and 
motley impudently sounded his titillating 
tocsin in the very ears of High Brows and 
Pundits and, with every impish grimace known 
to phrase-mongering mummery, contorted the 
grave visage of erudite Etymology into a look 
of holy horror. On the other hand, a few of 
the "regular fellers" seemed to really enjoy 
this merry-andrew of the Dictionary family. 
In fact, more than a few. So many, indeed, 
that reduplication became a habit with the 
Publishers, until no less than 150,000 of his 
kind had gone forth to drape Philology in cap 

and bells, proclaim the New Freedom in Mean- 

... 
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ings and tickle that Tired Business Man to an 
easy and pleasant death. Other publishers 
caught the fever, and the Pioneer in para- 
graphic nonsense was flattered by numerous 
imitators. 

But ten years are a decade. And in a de- 
cade the ever moving kaleidoscope of American 
life "does things" to the language of the 
Americans. In ten years, new words have 
caught on, old words have been sloughed off. 
The activities of business, politics, society, 
athletics, drama and the professions have im- 
planted and brought to full bloom a host of 
new nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs 
whose meanings clamor for attention. The 
meanings, too, that graced the forms of certain 
old favorites ten years ago have been irrevo- 
cably shed, along with the golf cape and 
starched shirt-waist of that period, and are 
now replaced by heaven-knows-what mysteries 
of be-bustled and slit-skirted verbiage. Such 
are the fearful and wonderful quick-changes 
of American vernacular! 

"The Foolish Dictionary " turned out to be 
a joyous scene-shifter on a dark stage. "The 
NEW Foolish Dictionary" aspires to be fully 
as grinful a Jack-o'-lantern in quite as be- 
nighted an age as was its prankish predecessor. 

Charles Wayland Towne. 
Boston, May 15, 1914. 
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M is modified from the Hebrew " aleph" 
XM meaning an ox. — Brewer's Phrase and 
j[JL Fable. 

In North and South America, it 
stands for Armour, who has a monopoly in oxen. 

ABDOMEN 

The great Indoor Playground 
which Surgery provides for its 
young; popular pastimes are grab- 
bag, hide-and-seek and fish pond. 

ABLUTION 

A plain "wash" after it has 
achieved porcelain plumbing and 
nickel trimmings. 

m 

ACCENT [Foreign] 

One of the requisites for becoming 
a Grand Opera singer or a mem- 
ber of the Black Hand. Opp. to 
BROGUE, which only makes you 
a politician, or a policeman. 
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ALIAS 

Shorter and uglier for nam de 
plume. 




ALCOHOL 

A pure, rectified Spirit, with a 
real, rude Wallop; comes from the 
***»*> Arabic, and goes to the head. 




ALIENATION 

Something that occasionally hap- 
pens to a Wife's affections, where- 
upon Hubby either sues for 
damages or issues a Thanksgiving 
Proclamation. 

{CD 

ALIMENTARY 

A Canal that prefers "vittles" to 

Goethals. 

IDQ 

ALIMONY 

The stuff that pulls the V's out 
of "Lovey Dovey" and brings 
jome E's to "Ex-wife." 

AMARANTH 

An imaginary flower that never 
fades. Opp. to WALLFLOWER, 
always faded. 

* 
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ALMANAC 

An ancient entertainment for far- 
mers; obsolete since they've ac- 
quired phonographs, automobiles 
and bank balances* 

m 

AMBASSADOR 

An international acrobat-pluto- 
crat, who, at vast personal ex- 
pense, undertakes to smuggle 
American Peaches into foreign 
palaces, distils platitudinous piffle 
for peccable Potentates and genu- 
flects in knee-breeches at all hours 
of the day or night without suffer- 
ing a sense of shame or a stitch in 
the side. 

ANCESTORS 

Old codgers of the long ago, to 
whom we look back with venera- 
tion, — if we don't look too far. 

[oee A-PE.j 

AUTOMOBILE 

A heavily upholstered, highly ex- 
pensive vehicle that is generally 
self-propelling, sometimes self- 
starting and never self-supporting. 
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ANGEL CAKE 

Antidote for devilled ham. 

03 
APARTMENTS 

A modern habitation owned by 
a promoter of race suicide and 
occupied by bachelors and child- 
less couples. 

m 

APE 

Our original Ancestor, who mar- 
ried a Molly Caudal, subsisted 
on cocoanuts plucked from the 
Family Tree and invented such 
monkey-shines as are responsible 
for the Polished Gentleman of 
to-day. 




APPETITE 

A transitory, salivary excitation of 
the oral cavity, resulting from the 
empirical acumen of the sensorium, 
which, stimulating humectation of 
the labial, palatal and lingual gan- 
glia, simultaneously superinduces 
an acute sense of exaggerated va- 
cuity in the peritoneum, where- 
upon the larynx, pharynx and 
oesophagus, yammering for food, 

6 
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drink or chewing-gum, immedi- 
ately apprise their owner of hun- 
ger, thirst or maxillary desuetude, 
the object being to secure work for 
the metabolic processes, nourish- 
ment for the cellular edifice and a 
living wage for Butchers, Bartend- 
ers and Common Victuallers. 

APPLAUSE 

A "Hail!" storm, hand made. 




ATHLETE 

Any man who can dress himself 
in a Pullman berth without the 
aid of a derrick, a bo'sun's chair 
or a valet de chambre. 

AQUARIUM 

The Wet Wash run by Finny, Fish 
and Scales. 

m 

ATTIC 

The highest thing in the house; 
the most elevated thing in verse 
being ATTIC POETRY, as: 

•• little Poll Parrot, 
Sat in her garret, 
Eating toast and tea." 

Mother Ooose Rhyme. 

7 
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AUCTION BRIDGE 

The High Cost of Losing. 

DJ 
AURIFEROUS 

Yielding good gold. 

ODORIFEROUS 

Yielding bad scents. 



AVIATION 



m 




Winged levity wobbling about in 
the center of gravity. 

"For certainly riches make themselves wings; they fly 
away as an eagle toward heaven." — Prov. 28:5. 

m 

AVIATOR 

One who has been under the influ- 
ence of ether too long to recover. 
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is the outline of a house, being the Hebrew 
"beth" meaning house. — Brewer. 

In our own fair land, it's been moved 
to the rear and now stands for Barn. 




BABY 

An arrangement for keeping Mo- 
thers in the house and Fathers 
out of it. 

m 

BACCALAUREATE 

An ecclesiastical antidote for Bac- 
chanalia* 

BACKSLIDER 

Half-a-cake on the iceman's 
shoulders. 

S3 

BACTERIA 

Bugs that raise havoc with your 
interior, exterior, anterior and pos- 
terior and give you superior hys- 
teria. 




BAGGAGE 

A saucy, playful young woman. 

BAGGAGE MASTER 

Her husband. 
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BAGPIPES 

A Scotch affliction, calmly endured 
by people who have no ear for 

music. 

m 

BALDHEAD 

A man of the highest polish, guar- 
anteed to shine in any society. 

B3 

BAND 




Small body of Germans flounder- 
ing around in the Sound. 
BANDIT 

The survivor that lands on you for 
his succor. 



BAREFACED 

Uncovered, but hardly naked. Ex- 
ample: "Never look to a bare- 
faced liar for the naked truth." — 
Proverbs of Sapiens. 
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BANKING 

The art of extracting gold from 
wisdom teeth. There are four 
steps, viz.: 

BANK. Where you put it. 

BANKER. The fellow that takes 

it. 

BANGKOK. His destination. 

BANKRUPTCY. Yours. 




BARBER 

One who does exterior decorating 
at cut prices. 




BARGAINS 

Small game once pursued by women 
now engaged in heckling states- 
men and putting the "stings" in 
"hustings." 

m 

BASEBALL 

A national charity that keeps 
40,000,000 Fans in motion during 
the hot spell. Result, the United 
States is still in the Temperate 
Zone. 

u 
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BEAVER 

A flat-tailed rat that dams every- 
thing in sight. [Old insult, "He 
works like a beaver."] 




BEEF 

Meat once cut out of a steer; now 
cut out in a good many homes. 

BEER 

A malted beverage, with hops in it. 
[Do not confuse with Malted Milk, 
which hasn't even a kick in it.] 

m 

BELLA-DONNA 

A drug that distends the eyes. 

PRIMA DONNA 

One that opens both ears and eyes. 

SI 

BIN 

A receptacle for keeping things in. 

COAL BIN 

An ingenious device, when all else 
fails, for keeping Husbands in the 
Home. 

it 
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BELLE 

A female beauty. 

BELLMAN 

The one that rings her, 

BELL-METAL 

The money she demands. 

BELLICOSE, BELLIGERENT, 
BELLOWING 

The belle's attitude when the 
belle's clapper is working and bell- 
metal for the belle is not forth- 
coming from the bellman. 

m 

BERTH 

A ledge in a railroad car to keep 
passengers from falling asleep. 

BERTHDAYS 

The kind the boldest of us cele- 
brate by showing the Porter no 
quarter. 

m 

BIBACITY 

Addiction to drink. A cause, fol- 
lowed by an effect, as, "His Biba- 
city causes his Vivacity." 

13 
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BIFLOROUS 




Bearing two flowers. Ex: "Clar- 
ence went to see his Girl last night, 
biflorous." 




BILE 

A fluid that may possibly aid di- 
gestion but certainly puts a crimp 
in a Love Feast. 




BLACK 

Dark and threatening. 

BLACK HAND 

The hand that threatens the white 
man's money. [See Italian Ex- 
tortioner and Pullman Porter.] 

BLACKMAIL 

Mourning stationery sent by post. 

14 
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BLOOD 

A substance that to Poor Rela- 
tions seems thicker than water, 
but to Rich ones, too thin to be 
recognized. 




BLOW 

A hand-made specialty which it is 
more blessed to give than receive. 




BOHEMIAN 

A strenuous party who hunts 
Pleasure with a vacuum-cleaner, 
while the rest of the world is 
content to sip it through a straw. 

m 

BOLT 

A break from a political party 
often headed by a Nut. 




BOMB 

A loaded shell. 

BOMBAST 

An empty shell. 




BOOKS 

Brains under cover. 
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BOOKWORM 

A student of books. 

TAPEWORM 

A student of the stock ticker. 
QJ 
BOUDOIR CAP 




An arrangement for lazy women's 
hair to prevent upbraiding by their 
husbands. 

JD 
BOUILLON 

Plain soup, with a couple of 
handles to its name. 

EH 

BRAIN 

A top-story worker, engaged in 
laying the foundations of Success. 

m 

BOW-LEGGED 

A kindly provision of Nature that 

Prevents timid men's knees from 
nocking together. 
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BOUQUET 

Flora, with a 
sash on. 



m 

BOY SCOUTS 

A scheme for ruining the Wild Oats 
crop in order to perfect the Flower 
of Our Youth. 



BRASS 

What a man needs if he wants to 
accumulate gold. 

SI 

BUSTLE 

Something behind a woman that's 
not behind the times. Used to 
be worn by Mother, yet was 
never worn before. An antici- 
pated fashion that is already a 
stern reality. 

US 

BRETHREN 

A salutation never heard in a bar- 
room. BUM. One that is. 



y^l is from the Hebrew "caph" and repre- 
m sents the hollow of the hand. — Brewer. 

^**4 Nowadays it not only represents the 
hollow of the hand, but generally means 
Coin and is always the first thing to appear in 
Cash, Corruption, Conviction and Cell. 




CAB 

A dark, gloomy compartment in 
which the passengers are generally 
"lit up." 

TAXI-CAB 

A small, closed vehicle that 
flourishes in large, wide-open 
towns. 




CABARET 

A noise in a restaurant that in- 
sures soup-eaters being seen and 
not heard. The stuff that puts 
the "din" in "dinner." 




CABINET 

An interesting piece of furniture 
on display in Washington, D. C, 
consisting of ten blocks of imita- 
tion Presidential timber, fashioned 
into large salary drawers, guaran- 
teed to stick for at least four years. 

18 
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CALENDARS 

An Insurance Agent's annual 
attempt at crowding Father Time 
to the wall. 




CALISTHENICS 

Denatured athletics. 




CAMEL 
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SHIP ] 
Mm'.} 










h^S, 


NT 







The Ship of the Desert, — carries 
a crooked mast and a couple of 
bent turrets, 

m 

CANDY 

The sweet a Fellow keeps sending 
to One when he's secretly planning 
a suite for Two. 

19 
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CANOE 

A smalls light craft, good for 
large, heavy loving. 

Q] 
CAPITAL 

The Dollar that's forever being 
put out on the chance of its making 
a handsome return. 




CAPERS 

Dinnertime ghosts of a dead lamb's 
gambols. 




CAREER 

An asset often achieved by the 
rolling stone that failed to gather 
the moss. 




CASH 

Cream de mint. 




CAVIAR 

"Roe, roe, roe," in Russian. 




CENTIPEDE 

A bug with a hundred feet and 
no standing in any community. 

so 
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CELERY 

The paleface of the Parsley tribe. 




CEREALS 

A Meal for children, usually un- 
bolted. 

CHAMPAGNE 

Plain grape-juice, riding round in 
a Bubble. 

CHAPERONE 

An institution for making Indis- 
cretion attractive to the young. 




CHARITY 

Property patronizing Penury. 
Money promoting Mendicancy. 
Wealth perpetuating Want. 




CHARM 

The light that lies in Woman's 
eyes when Woman lies to us poor 
guys till we surmise in marriage 
ties a Paradise; which always flies, 
to our surprise, but leaves us wise 
to the awful size of all the lies in 
Woman's eyes. 

21 
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The young man who Does Things 
to an automobile. 



CHESS 

The delightfully deliberate pas- 
time which compels the partici- 
pants to stick together from the 
cradle to the grave. 

CHEST 

That portion of the human anat- 
omy which harbors, but never con- 
ceals, the Exaggerated Ego. 



CHICKEN 

A young female biped, running 
at large. At sight of her fine 
feathers, even the Worm will turn 
— and follow. 
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CHEWING-GUM 

The Inedible in the mouth of the 
Impossible. 




CHILDREN 

Intelligence Offices where down- 
trodden Parents get their orders 
on what to wear, when to talk, 
and how to behave 




CHIMNEY 

Another inveterate smoker that 
has no use for the Tobacco Trust. 

CHINAMAN 

The yellow peril to which we are 
forever exposing our fair, white 
bosoms. 

m 

CHIPS 

Straws that show which way the 
Pot goes. 




CHIROPODIST 

A cutter who is paid by the foot, 
instead of by the day. 

23 
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CHOIR 

First aid to the Parson in keeping 
the worshippers awake. 



CHOP 

A sliver of meat on an edifice of 
bone. 

m 

CHORUS GIRL 

A small, nocturnal prowler that 
feeds on Johnny-cake, gems and 
wine. 

m 

CHRISTENING 




Trying to name a dressed-up Noise 
by baptizing the bellows and 
sprinkling the lawn. 
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CHORES 

Something about a farm that at- 
tracts country boys to the city. 

CHUMS 

A pair of inseparable males, easily 
pried apart by a wedding an- 
nouncement. 

£33 

CIGAR 

No artist, but usually draws well; 
no rain-maker, but a great cloud 
collector; no flatterer, but gives 
every man a puff. 

jQEjj 
CIGARETTE 

A joy ride, behind a one-cylinder 
engine. 




CINDERS 

Coal deposits that are of little 
value in the eyes of any one. 

£33 

CIPHER 

The actual dimensions of many a 
man who imagines he's a real 
figure in the community. 

25 
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CIVILIZATION 

Thin cheesecloth draping a Bar- 
barian. 




CIRCULATION 

Among individuals, a matter of 
blood. Among newspapers, a bone 
of contention. Among counter- 
feiters, a chance for the police. 

CIRCUS 

A large, well-heated apartment, 
given over to sweat, sawdust, 
spangles, swear-words and swine. 

yj 

CITIZENS 

A collection of individuals who 
claim to be sovereigns but who 
vote like sheep. 




COB 

An affair for holding corn. 

COBBLER 

One who eats corn. 

COBBLESTONES 

Things that make corns. 

26 
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CLAIRVOYANT 

One who can see anything beyond 
the grave — but only $5 this side 
of it. 

m 

CLAM 

A small, edible mollusk that often 
makes its escape by hiding in a 
New York chowder. 

CUMATE 

Final result of the game, Weather 
versus The Elements, playing a 
World Series. 

** Climate is a general Complaint, common to all 
localities. It affects different people differently. 
For example, it induces New Yorkers to 'step 
lively ' or take the count and persuades Southern- 
ers to move slowly or perish from the earth. 
Folks in Colorado do everything with it except eat 
it, and Nebraska cyclone veterans do everything to 
it except abolish it. It gives Arizonans a black- 
and-tan complexion and Chicagoans that breezy 
manner. It makes Californians dippy with joy 
and New Englanders purple with rage. It never 
acts just right. . It's either fair or foul, hot or 
cold, wet or dry when the general demand is for 
just the opposite. In short. Climate is the most 
ornery, cantankerous, rambunctious, flimflamdoo- 
delous shinnanegan that has ever been gold-bricked 
across the celestial counter since the Plagues of 
Egypt. # It should have been revised along with 
the Tariff, or made to join the I. W. W., by the 
Democratic Party* or Old Prob., or whoever is 
responsible for it. What do you say, gentlemen? 
All those in favor of the Recall of Climates please 
stand up!" — From the Farewell Address of 
Rayns E. Day, late U. 8. Weather Sharp. 

37 
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CLOTHES 

On man, a modest tenement for 
the body. On woman, a kind 
of open-air pavilion, with good 
northern and southern exposures. 




CLUB 

A convivial institution where men 
are right in their element — when 
they ought to be home in their 
beds. 




COBWEBS 

Household pests, easily killed by 
ceiling whacks. 




COLLEGE 

An intellectual hothouse for forcing 
the Flower of our Youth. The 
development of the student mind 
being marked by degrees, and the 
magnitude of his Roll by the 
brevity of his stay. 




COIN 

Ready money. Said to come from 
the Greek word koinos, meaning 
" common "or "plentiful, "but there 
is much evidence to the contrary. 
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COLIC 

An affliction that increases our ad- 
miration for Adam, who ate the 
first one. 

COLLEGE GIRL 

A young female who spends her 
time grubbing out Greek roots 
when she ought to be getting 
measured for corsets. When it 
comes to marriage, many are 
called on, but few are chosen, 

COMMUTING 

Getting your Swag in the city and 
being ridden out of town on a rail. 




COMPOSER 

An excitable musician who has, 
but never is, composed. 




CONDENSED 

What we like in the sermon, but 
not in the milk pitcher. 
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CONFECTIONER 

One who gets his reward in the 
Sweet Buy and Buy. 




CONGRATULATIONS 

A polite formula that may mean 
anything, from envy of the Other 
Fellow to gratitude at your own 
escape. 




CONGRESS 

Five hundred and thirty-one 
American Patriots, gathered to- 
gether in Washington to promote 
the business of being re-elected. 




CONSUMER 

From con, meaning to dupe, and 
Latin summa, highest. The Dupe 
who pays the highest price. 

"The ultimate Consumer is a myth," chortled 
Senator Lodge. " But the Mulcted Consumer is a 
stern reality," congealed little Sammy Gompers, 
who gets a large salary for doing nothing eke. 




CORSET 

Something about a woman which 
tells you she's stayed, if not 
respectable. 
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COUPLE 

An engaged pair. 
COUPLING 

Their marriage. 
COUPLING-PLN 

The officiating clergyman. 



CRADLE 




An obsolete piece -of household 
furniture that makes a fine dog 
basket. 

m 

CROWD 

Fifty-seven varieties of Bad Breath 
holding a convention. 

CD 

CREDIT 

The memorial of a Rich Man's 
successes; the inspiration of his 
Son's excesses. 
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CRULLER 

A doughnut, all tied up in a knot. 

m 

CUBIST 




A picture produced by an explosion 
in a paint factory. 

m 

CUR 

A dog. 
CUR -RENTS 

Dog Kennels. 
CURRICULUM 

Making you work like a dog. 

CZAR 

A nervous little throne-warmer, 
deeply interested in the general 
direction of explosives and the 
conservation of Russian bides. 



X"X is the rude outline of an arch, coming 
' m m from the Hebrew "ddeth" which means 
M*^S door. — Brewer. 

In English, it's the beginning of 
Debt and the end of any kind of a Fund. 




DAMASK 

From dam, a cuss-word, and ask, 
to call for. Calls for cuss-words 
when it's soiled. 

m 

DANCING 

Obsolete. [See Tango.] 




DEMAGOGUE 

A human kaleidoscope beguiling 
the mob with dissolving views. 




DENTIST 

First aid to the stupid; can drill a 
little something into the thickest 
head. 




DEPARTMENT STORE 

An institution in which women are 
often trusted by the Proprietor, 
but never by their husbands. 
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DEVOTION 

A foolish wife's private investment, 
of which her husband is blissfully 
unconscious, though he pockets 
all the dividends. 




DIAPHORESIS 

A rather pleasant, distinguished- 
looking synonym for old-fashioned 
Perspiration, which, if persistently 
cultivated, ought to make the com- 
ing Summer quite tolerable for us 
all. 




DIAMONDS 

The hardest gems in existence. 
Hard to get out of the earth, 
harder to get out of pawn; and 
hardest to get out of Hubby. 




DICTAGRAPH 

A modern instrument of torture 
that brings punishment in the 
hear, without waiting for the 
hereafter. Something aural that 
makes folks moral. 
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DILEMMA 

Comes from dill, a pickle, and 
Emma, a person. A person in a 
pickle. 

DISCIPLINE 

Incivility armed with authority. 
HI nature wielding a switch. Bad 
manners in a uniform. 



DISH-MOP 




An ornament that would look far 
more natural in certain hands than 
the lorgnettes they now clutch. 

m 

DOLABRIFORM 

"Shaped like the head of an axe." 
[High Brow for Hatchet Faced.] 
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DIVORCE 

An attempt to unscramble the 
marriage omelette without sour- 
ing the milk of human kindness. 




DOMESTIC 

From dome, meaning head, and 
stick, wooden. The woodenhead 
in the kitchen. 




DOLICHOCEPHALIC 

Long-headed. 

[Note: Though highly complimentary, we do not 
advise using this word to a man's face]. 

m 

DOME 

Combination hat rack and intelli- 
gence office. 

DOMICILE 

Home with a Roman accent. 

DOUGHNUT 

A New England family circle. 

so 
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DREADNAUGHT 

That terrible Accompanist at the 
Concert of Europe. 




DRUGGIST 

A dealer in soda, cigars and post- 
age stamps who, at sight of a pre- 
scription, can dump a nickel's 
worth of stomach insult into a two- 
ounce bottle and palm it off as a 
60-cent life preserver. 




DEW 

Little drops of water. 

DUEL 

Little drops of gore. 

DUDEEN 

Something in the pipe line. 

DUET 

Something in a Score. 




DULLNESS 

The necessary raw material for 
making a Thoroughly Respectable 
Citizen. 

BRILLIANCY 

A breach of etiquette in High 
Society. 
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DUN 

A note from a Creditor, purple 
with rage and feeling blue, which 
he wants read, lest he be done up 
brown, asking you to come across 
with "a yellow boy" or some of 
the " long green," which you cheer- 
fully ignore, since he failed to use 
complementary colors. 

m 

DUMPLING 

Popular term for a dough-faced 
infant. 
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m i represents a window, coming from the 
#Y Hebrew "he" meaning window. — 
1 J Brewer. 

But in the world's larger cities, it starts 
Elevators and puts an end to Stair-case. 

m 

EARTHQUAKES 

Physical tremors that must be 
pardoned in an old lady dating 
from the Azoic Age. 




EASTER 

The Church's greatest Movable 
Feast, at which the milliners and 
tailors move the liveliest. 

m 

EAVES 

A piece of the roof. 

EAVESDROPPER 

One who drops roofs; a building 
wrecker. 




EDUCATION 

A widely patronized process for 
making Ignorance robust and dis- 
contented. 
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EELS 

Sea slippers. 



EGG 

On the farm, an event; in cold 
storage, a memorial; in a res- 
taurant, a corrupt practice; in 
the stomach, self abuse. 




ELASTIC 

Able to return to a previous 
condition after being distended. 
(Try GARTERS and CON- 
SCIENCE). 

ELASTIC CURRENCY 

A Dollar Bill that'll stretch far 
enough to make both ends meet. 




ENNEAHEDRON 

Anything with nine faces, such as 
a baseball team. [As an experi- 
ment, spring this the next time 
you see the Giants, — but not so 
McGraw can hear you.] 




ENNUI 

Plain doldrums with a French 
dressing. 
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ENEMY 

An unfriendly person who is 
potentially your superior. An in- 
ferior is merely a Nuisance. 




ENTHUSIASM 

A very dangerous disease that 
often makes young men rash, old 
men ridiculous and women of all 
ages irresistible. 




ENVIRONMENT 

The cause of all the faults you 
have been unable to shove off on 
Heredity. 




EPIC 

An elevated poem ; example, " High 
Diddle Diddle!" 




EPICURE 

Title for a Glutton in a Lobster 
Palace. 




EPAULETTES 

Soldierly shoulder-pieces shoul- 
dered by soldiers to show off sol- 
dierly soldiers' shoulders. 
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EPIDERMIS 

An outside skin — among others 
being the Sidewalk Ticket Specu- 
lator. 




EQUATOR 

Mother Earth's waist line, ex- 
panded to the proper matronly 
proportions by the heat of the 
Torrid Zone. Could be reduced 
by removal to the cold, Arctic 
belt. 




EQUILIBRIUM 

A condition of personal rectitude 
which Inebriety often finds it hard 
to maintain — or even pronounce. 




EQUINOX 

From equine, a horse, and ox, 
meaning meat. Hence, horse- 
meat. 

"I told the waiter I'd try the spring lamb, but 
all I got was the vernal equinox!" 




EQUIVOCATOR 

Longer and prettier for Liar. 

42 




FOOLISH DICTIONARY 



miii' 



ETHER 

Canned Morpheus. 

EUGENICS 

A noble but ill-judged attempt 
to make ardent young lovers cut 
out "Cupid and Psyche" in favor 
of "The Breeder's Gazette." 




EULOGY 

From ewe, a sheep, and Greek 
legein, to speak. Speaking of the 
departed as one of the sheep, when 
the chances are he's registered 
among the goats. 



EVANGELIST 

From Eve, the first sinner, and 
angel, a good thing. One who 
makes a good thing out of the 
sinner. 




EXCAVATION 

A temporary opening for a perma- 
nent improvement; a specialty 
with dagoes and dentists. 
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EXPLOSION 

Force breaking jail. 



EXCURSION 




A large body of Perspiration, Con- 
gestion and Chaos advancing on 
Pleasure at a cut rate. 



F 



used to be branded on the left cheek of 
criminals and meant Felon. — Brewer. 

Nowadays it's a brand on the hip, 
and means Flash 




FACE 

The front door of the human edi- 
fice. Some show belles, others 
only a plain knocker; all, sooner or 
later, reveal more or less fretwork 
by the hand of Time. 




FACULTY. 

A lot of intellectual stone-masons, 
hired to remove the "ledge" from 
"Knowledge." 

FAGOT 

What you get when you ask for a 
three-cent cigar. 




FALSETTO 

Viva voce pianissimo — (Deo lau- 
damus !) 



FAMINE 

One touch of Nature that makes 
the whole world thin. 
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FAMILY [Ancient] 

A pair of reproductive bipeds 
"with something running around 
the house besides the fence." 
[Modern] Journey's end in stork- 
less sheeting! 

FASCINATED 

From Lat. faseiare, to tie up, and 
Eng. net. All tied up in a woman's 
net. 




FAT 

An unpleasant oleaginous super- 
fluity in the adipose tissue of a 
human being, whereby the victim, 
handicapped by the gross excess 
of turgidity, tonnage and volume, 
and attitudinously envious of the 
stringed bean and the fiddle-string, 
seeks, by the use of Anti-Fat, Vichy 
and Kissingen, Rubber Garments, 
Reduso, Sweaterino, Bastinado, 
Starvation, Natation and Flagel- 
lation, to achieve such a diminu- 
tion in bodily stature, such a cor- 
poreal angustation, as to produce 
the Perfect Human Stilt, beside 
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whom the attenuated Castle re- 
sembles an after-dinner Taft and 
a safety-razor blade looks as thick 
as a church door. 

m 

FATIGUE 

Froth in the wake of Energy's 
propeller. 

m 

FELLOW FEELING 




A blind man who's dropped his 
cane. 

FIANCE 

The amiable clown in the one-ring 
circus. 

m 

FIANCEE 

The perpetual winner at the game 
of solitaire. 
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FIDELITY 

A device for making Marriage 
monotonous. 




FILIBUSTER 

Broncho buster. [When the bron- 
cho is a filly.] 




FINANCIER 

From the verb find, and ancony, a 
piece of iron. Hence, the Guy 
that finds the Iron Men. 



FIT 

An accident in a tailor-shop. 




FLAG 

What we fight for. 

FLAGON 

What makes us fight. 




FLAT 

An inducement for starting house- 
keeping. 

FLATIRON 

An implement for breaking it up. 
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FLATTERY 

Oral molasses for two-legged flies. 

m 

FLIES 

A visitation of Providence that has 
made swatting and wing-shooting 
the real feminist movement of the 
day. 




FLIRT 

A woman who prefers to nibble at 
Love from others' crumb trays 
rather than marry and have a 
large, long loaf of her own. 




FLUSH 

Five cards in one suit being choked 
to death by ten fingers clasped in 
an attitude of prayer. 




FLUTE 

Music, in a tube skirt. 




FOG 

Condensed rain-water that ought 
to be canned. 
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FOLIAGE 

Regular fixtures for the outdoor 
Billing and Cooing business. 




FOOTBALL 

An open-air college course that 
turns sheepskin satellites into pig- 
skin stars. 




FORD 

To get across at an easy spot by 
wading a river. In Detroit, to 
"come across" with an easy Five- 
Spot for sweeping a floor. 




FORETHOUGHT 

Afterthought ahead of time. 




FORTUNE 

A pile of money. 

SWOLLEN FORTUNE 

A pile of dried apples out in the 

rain. 




FOUNDLING 
A cast-off. 

FOUNDRY 

Where they do the casting. 
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FRACTIONS [proper] 

Spending a Y2 dollar for lamb and 

getting fore-quarters. 
FRACTIONS [improperl 

Giving your wife ^ of your time 

and your stenographer %. 

m 

FRECKLES 

Son spots. 

PS 

FRESHET 

A visitation of Providence, or a 
resourceful woman, that carries 
everything before it. 

a 

FRUGALITY 

Stinginess in disguise. 

a 

FRUIT 




An edible parable. 
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FUNERAL 

Carrying concealed weepin's in 
a hack. 

m 

FURS 

Indoor skin games that promote 
outdoor sports. 




FURNITURE DEALER 

The only man who can make 
money simply by lounging around. 




FUTURE 

The twelvemonth following Dec. 
25 which can be made serene by 
careful attention to the Present. 



62 




f^l is from the Hebrew "gimel" and de- 
m — . picts a camel. — Brewer. 

V-# But we of the United States and Alaska 
are told by the muck-rakers thai it stands 
for Grab, Guggenheim and Gold. 




GAIN 

To profit. 

GAINSAY 

To talk like a prophet. 



GALLOWS 

An old-fashioned frame-up for 
murderers. The current punish- 
ment is even more shocking. 




GALLUSES 

A hold-up in the rural districts. 




GAMBLE 

A word derived from Greek gamos, 
meaning marriage. Hence, to take 
a chance; to marry. 

GARLIC 

A leek with a bad smell. 
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GARGOYLE 

A spouter without one pleasant 
expression, 




GARTERS 

A band that is popular with stag 
parties. 




GAS 

An evening caller. Comes in a 
Welsbach mantle and goes out in 
a chandelier. 




GAS METER 

A creator of low fiction [located in 
the cellar], for which there seems 
to be no great popular demand. 




GENEALOGIST 

From genial and orgy. One who 
conducts a genial orgy in ancestors. 




GENERATION 

A large mass of offspring that hap- 
pened at about the same time. 

RISING GENERATION 

That portion of the above that is 
addicted to the use of alarm clocks. 
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GENEROSITY 

Selfishness buying applause. Ego- 
tism creating obligations. Vanity 
promoting sycophancy. 




GERMS 

The only Common Carriers who 
are interested in breaking up the 
System and are really cheerful 
at a prospect of Dissolution. 




GLOAMING 

Something dark and mysterious 
used by poets to rhyme with 



"roaming." 




GLOOM 

Whine vinegar. 

JOY 

Candied cheeries. 




GOAT 

A strong smelling butter that any 
one ought to be glad to be rid of. 

m 

GOGGLES 

Dark circles around the eyes, indi- 
cating speed mania. 
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GNU 

A well-known South African family 
that seems to have been slighted 
by the Simplified Spelling Board. 



GOLD 

The Origin of Species. 



GOOD RESOLUTIONS 

Advertisements of failure. 



GOSSIP 





A merry-go-round operating a 
mouth-organ. 



GRACE 

Something that comes just before 
Grumble at the dinner table. 
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GRAND OPERA 

A series of unintelligible noises 
perpetrated in public by Italian 
bandits with garlic breaths and 
dishevelled females in unrestrained 
draperies. 




GRAPE 

A pusillanimous pellet of skin, 
pulp and seeds. A potential 
"Rubaiyat" or "Commoner." 

GRAPE-JUICE 

Show talkative champagne; a lec- 
turer's elixir; a Statesman's swig. 

Upon what Juice doth this our Jennings tipple 
that he must needs gibble-gabble in yon tents of 
minstrels v and strange yodlers?— From 'State 
Papers of a Derelict Republic.* 9 
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JT TT represents a style, or hedge, being the 
m m Hebrew "heth, ' meaning style. — 
X JL Brewer. 

Of late, it has stood for two styles — 
Hipless and Hideous. 




HAIL-FELLOW 

One who is paged in a hotel. 



HAMMOCK 

A medium whereby those who help 
themselves to spoons have to swing 
for it. 



HASTE 

Our leading waste manufacturer. 




HEALTH 

Something mercenary people pre- 
tend they're thankful for when, 
in reality, they'd gladly become 
bed-ridden for the sake of a 
Million. 




HEM 

Senior member of the firm of Hem 
& Haw. 
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HERO 

Today's demigod, tomorrow's by- 
word. 

m 

HESITATION WALTZ 

A kind of footfall that makes the 
spring-halt. 




HIBERNIAN 
A Harp. 

HIBERNATE 
To harpoon. 

"The old Whaler k&crnaUd in the Arctic.*' 

HIGH BROW 

A man who exclaims, "Lo, the 
beauteous Maiden," when he 
really means, "Pipe de skoit!" 

HISTORY 

Race experience, made by oafs 
and written by a genius. 

HOME 

A house full of familiar furniture, 
stale faces and dull talk, abandoned 
as frequently as possible in favor 

59 



iJLBUy THE ALTOGETHER NEW 



Illtll! 



of winter resorts and summer re- 
sorts and occupied only as a last 
resort. 



HOD 




A good accompaniment for a Harp. 

HONESTY 

The Policy King. 

m 

HOPE 

A virtue that is being generally 
cultivated by members of the 
G. O. P. 

WHITE HOPE 

An amiable giant in padded gloves 
that is being periodically knocked 
out by Black Despair. 
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HORIZONTAL 

On the level. 

Perpendicular, Stuck up. 

"Genevieve is haughty and perpendicular, 
but Eunice is square and horizontal" 

HUNCH 

Intuition in its street clothes. 




HUSBAND (His Definition) 

Something a woman marries for 
a home, divorces for alimony and 
outlives for his insurance. 

HUSBAND (Hers) 

A man seldom devoted, but always 
attached, to one woman. 
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/This letter is from the Hebrew *'jod" 
meaning a hand, and is intended to repre- 
sent the finger. — Brewer. 

With us it stands for I. 0. U. — a kind 
of Information of the Vowels, so to speak. 




ICE 

The stuff that makes Plumbing the 
greatest of indoor sports. 

m 

IMMORTALITY 

Giving a second chance up above 
to those who were never live 
Ones here below. 

m 

IMPEACHMENT 

Making the State pay $50,000 for 
the privilege of calling its governor 
a Crook, when the rest of us had 
been doing it for nothing right 
along. 

££3 

INGENUE 

A sophisticated young female who 
knows more of life at eighteen 
than her mother does at forty-five. 
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INHERITANCE 

A robust windfall that lands you 
in Easy Street — where you're 
promptly sand-bagged by the Tax 
Collector. 




INCIVILITY 

What the public gets from Civil 
Service. 

m 

INCOMES [Personal] 

Profits not without honor, save 
in their own country. 

"Lo, now are the Nuggets of the Private Citizen 
become Nuts for the Public Crib!"— From "The 
Gospel According to Demos" 




INCOME TAX 

Uncle Sam's latest revenue cutter. 




INDORSEMENT 

Something you put behind a 
friend's note that generally puts 
you behind the game. 

INFIDELITY 

One of the courses taught by a 
Co-Respondents School. 
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A small, useful machine employed 
in breaking up family ties in a hen- 
yard. 



INFLUENZA 

A familiar malady, with running 
accompaniment. 



INITIATIVE 

An opportunity for Universal Bad 

Judgment to " start something." 

REFERENDUM 

A chance for the Feeble Minded 

Majority to " finish " it. 

RECALL 

A new-fangled mania for swapping 

Bosses while crossing a stream. 
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INFRAMAXILLARY 

Under the lower jaw. 

"He wore a handsome stickpin inframaxillary." 




INSTINCT 

Nature's S. O. S. 




INSOMNIA 

A wise provision of Nature 
whereby a woman is given all 
night in which to finish the un- 
completed conversation of the day. 




INTUITION 

Female gender of Judgment. 
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This letter is peculiar to the English lan- 
guage and has no visible ancestry. 

Naturally, we've always looked upon 
Jays as jokes. 




JACK-KNIFE 

A clever invention for keeping a 
young boy's mind off the Girl 
Question — for a while. 




JAG 

Too many balls in a self -loader. 




JEWELER 

A man who tries to persuade us we 
are still living in the Stone age; 
the ring leader in all this marriage 
nonsense. 




JILT 

The Recall of an Injudicial De- 
cision. 

JIMMY 

A little iron used by burglars as a 
nerve tonic. 
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JUDGE 

A Bar tender hired by the State 
to mix things up for lawyers. 

m 

JULEP 

The real cement that holds the 
North and South together. 

" Now bath the mint bed supplanted the olive 
branch; yea, sweeter than grape-juice is the Julep 
of Georgia and Virginia!" — tdumnu Itcraiimu of 
Irubrietg. 



JUNCTION 




Li 



A meeting of two or more railroads 
for the promotion of the smoke 
nuisance. 

JUNGLE 

Any wild, desolate spot chosen by 
an Ex -President as training quar- 
ters for future battles. 



ITT" This letter used to be employed as a 

mf brand for false accusers; it stood for 

JLjL the Greek word "kalumnia." — Brewer. 

Here we deftly place an " " in front 
of it, and the liability "K" becomes the asset 
"0. K." 

m 

KERNEL 
A core. 
COLONEL 

Part of a corps. 



m 



KEROSENE 




One of the essential oils used in 
celebrating Ascension Day in the 
kitchen. 




KILTS 

Sash curtains on a hip roof. 
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KING 

Just a regular fellow, in a reign coat. 




KISS 

A promise of better things that 
never materialize, probably be- 
cause it's two-faced. 

SOUL KISS 

A prolonged adhesive process be- 
tween a male and a female whereby 
each seems to be stuck on the 
other. 

m 

KITCHENETTE 

A condensed apartment, in which 
concentrated soups may be pre- 
pared in tabloid form by the use 
of collapsible utensils over a fold- 
ing stove by a Human Slat. 




KNICKERBOCKERS 

Short for Trousers. 




KNOTS 

Things in a steamship line that 
make its vessels fast. 
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"t~ Thie letter is the Hebrew "lamed," mean- 
M ing an ox-goad. — Brewer. 
X-/ And in little old New York, the "L" 
still goads the cattle who have to ride 
on it. 

LABOR 




Brawn in a red undershirt, intent 
on the T. D.-um. 

IS 
LACE 

Feminine trimmings that border 
on the unmentionable. 

m 

LAGER 

Social unrest in a schooner. 

to 

LAPP 

An inhabitant of Lapland. 
LAPLAND 

A saucer of milk in a dog kennel. 
LAPIDARY 

The dairy the milk comes from. 
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LARK 

A jolly time. 

LARKSPUR 

Wine, woman and song. 

m 

LASSIE 

Something Scotch, always pre- 
ceded by "bonnie" and usually 
followed by Lover. 

m 

LATIN 

The one dead language that the 
schoolboy undertakers of the world 
will never be able to bury. 

LATITUDE 

Freedom of movement; something 
which Woman loudly demands 
for the sex but quite forgets when 
designing a hobble skirt. 

LONGITUDE 

That quality of length which makes 
us all envy the giraffe when sipping 
a cold drink on a hot day. 

m 

LAUNDRYMAN 

One who cultivates the soil. 
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LAUGH 

A noise that sometimes accom- 
panies the cracking of a joke. 




LEG 

One visible means of support. 

LEGACY 

Another visible means of support. 




LEGISLATOR 

A man who makes laws for cor- 
poration lawyers to transform into 
porous plasters. 




LIMBURGER 

A victim of the Spoils System, 



LIFE 

The job of growing old. 




LIGHTNING 

One of the current events in 
heaven. 
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LIMOUSINE 

From lemon, which is sour, and 
seneo meaning poor: Sour grapes 
to the Poor. 




LINGERIE 

The stuff that adorns, but does 
not always cover, a multitude 
of shins. 




LODGE 

A scheme for keeping Homes from 
being all cluttered up with 
Husbands. 
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7k /¥ ™ f rom ^ Bebrew "mem" and de- 
/w/l picts the wavy appearance of water. — 
_/ VJL Brewer. 

And you carCt picture a Millionaire 
or a Money-king without including the watered 
stuff thai made 9 em. 




MACARONI 

An ingenious scheme for turning 
the human face into a rope portiere. 




MAGAZINES 

A game of chance, the object being 
to locate a needle of reading-matter 
in a haystack of advertisements. 



MANICURING 

The art of making lady-fingers 
out of nails. 




MANNERS 

An attractive garment worn out- 
side the home, and seldom seen 
within it. 




MANTILLA 

A Spanish lady's veil used for con- 
ducting flirtations. [Old spelling, 
man-tiller.] 
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MARRIAGE 

A miserable state of affairs, for 
which three persons are re- 
sponsible, — the Bride, the Groom 
and a gentleman of the name of 
Walker. (*) 




MEDALS 

Things worn by a Hero to show 
his true metal. 




MEMORY 

The red plush photograph album 
of the Mind. 



MELODEON 

An obsolete musical instrument, 
formerly used in breaking up har- 
mony in the home. 




MILKY WAY 

The beaten path that runs from 
the cow-shed to the pump. 




MISTLETOE 

The hang-over that precedes the 
hold-up. 

♦The inventor of the Friction Match. 
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MILLIONAIRE 

In New York, a man of slender 
means, hopelessly obscured by 
Billionaires and gentlemen identi- 
fied with Tammany Haul. In 
Pittsburg, any one who entertains 
a New York chorus girl more than 
twice in the same week. In 
Chicago, a large, well-nourished 
party, reeking of cattle, corn, hogs 
or wheat. In London, a small 
body of Indolence, entirely sur- 
rounded by valet, ennui, brandy 
and soda. 

m 

MISER 

A misguided accumulator who 
feeds his purse on astringents when 
it really needs a laxative. 




MODISTE 

A plain dress-maker, specializing in 
large figures. 



MODEL 

A clothes-ing out at the best avail- 
able figure. 
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MOLE 

Animal for "McAdoo." 
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MONEY 

A disease of very peculiar symp- 
toms. Those who have it seem 
to have no complaint at all and 
those who don't have it, have a 
great deal. 




MONTESSORI 

A new-fangled system for promot- 
ing the Infant industry by abolish- 
ing Motherhood. 




MOON 

An overhead lighting system that 
interferes with burgling but helps 
the hugging. 




MOONLIGHT 

Sunlight with the heat turned off. 




MOSQUITO 

A good churchman, devoted to all 
the Movable Feasts and the blood 
of martyrs. 
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A popular picture exhibit in which 
the coarse stuff often remains even 
after the proprietor has screened 
it. 

m 

MUMMY 

Dried beef, with Egyptian dates. 

u$ 

MUSICALE 

From jnews, feline noises, and kale, 
meaning money. An event in which 
the fiddler's catgut mews for 
money. 



Tk Y This letter depicts a wriggling eel; 
/\f from the Hebrew "nan" meaning fish. 
JL ▼ — Brewer. 

While N may have looked like an 
eel to the Hebrews, to us it stands for Nothing. 




NAVY (U. S.) 

A lot of Bright Uniforms impris- 
oned on a few dull drab dread- 
naughts and expected to do their 
best on water. 




NEGLIGEE 

Negligent garments for promoting 
negligent morals. 




NEPOTISM 

From Latin nepos, meaning 
nephew; hence, the favoring of a 
nephew. Opp. to UNCTION, 
derived from uncle and shun, the 
shunning of an Uncle. 




NEWSPAPER 

A daily organ recital for a cent. 
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NEIGHBORS [In the city] 

Total strangers who decline to 
be interested in your dress, doings, 
diseases or death. [Elsewhere] 
Self-sacrificing folks who are for- 
ever quitting their own bed and 
board in favor of yours and are as 
welcome as a search warrant or 
German measles. 

EG 

NIGHTGOWN 

A modest covering for covering 
the modest; once made of cotton, 
now mostly crepe de shame. 

NUPTIALS 




An egg trick performed by a 
minister, who takes one yoke and 
two whites and turns 'em into a 
preserved peach and a piece of 



f\ represents the open eye; comes from the 
m m Hebrew "ain," meaning eye. — Brewer. 

V-^ To Americans, it suggests something 
more hidden, such as inner tubes, 
swallowed doughnuts and pocketed key-rings. 




OBLIVION 

The necropolis of Indolence. 




OBSEQUIOUSNESS 

The bowing and bending that fol- 
lows the tipping. 



/ 




OCCULT 

Hidden from the eye. Opp. to 
OVERT, open to view. 

" The lady's fun are overt, but her lingerie is oc- 
cult." — Fashion Note 



ODONTALGIA 

Something sweet and soothing 
from the Greek, meaning tooth- 
ache. Applied orally, it ought to 
prove a sure cure — or a jaw- 
breaker. 
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OFFERTORY 

Musical consolation for those who 
have been especially touched. 

S3 
OFFICE 

The fictitious nocturnal repository 
of the husband who'd rather be a 
night owl than a homing pigeon. 

u$ 

OLD MASTER 




Any ancient, mysterious daub that 
requires a $100,000 price tag to 
identify it as a picture. 



OPTIMIST 

A man who cleans his plate when 
asparagus is served. Opp. to 
PESSIMIST, one who nibbles two 
inches off the tips and spurns the 
rest. 
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OLEOMARGARINE 

Longer and stronger for Butter. 




ORANGE BLOSSOMS 

A kind of badge worn by Lemon 
pickers. 




OSCULATION 

A Kiss that has had a classical 
course. 
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PThis character was the rude outline of 
a man's mouth (from the Hebrew "pe," 
meaning mouth), the upright part being 
the neck. — Brewer. 

To us, P means Politician, who's all mouth, 
with not enough upright to be noticeable. 




PARCEL POST 

A benevolent arrangement of Uncle 
Sam's whereby you can send any- 
thing anywhere as mail matter, — 
even girl babies. 




PATRIOT 

One who is ready to fight and bleed 
his Country. 




PEN 

An author's means of livelihood. 

PENNIES 

His reward. 

PENURY 

His finish. 




PERFUMERY 

The fragrant odor of a myrrh 



maid. 
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PHONOGRAPH 




A twentieth century Pandora's 
Box, especially when played by a 
bootblack, or bought on the install- 
ment plan. 

m 

PHONOGRAPH RECORD 

A thin, tireless little body that's 
always running round, repeating 
other people's performances, but 
seems to be all the more popular 
for being two-faced. 



PHOTOGRAPHER 

An amiable scoundrel who pro- 
duces the most charming counter- 
feits from the ugliest originals. 

m 

PHYSICIAN 

Interior decorator and finisher. 
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PILLAR 

One of the uprights who upholds 
a church. 

PILLAGE 

The object of his hold-up. 




PLATONIC LOVE 

A trifling ailment that generally 
leads to serious complications. 




PLAIDS 

Scotch ruffles on an unruffled Scot. 




POLE 

A native of Poland. 

TADPOLE 

The son of an Irishman and a 
lady Polander. 




PRACTICAL JOKE 

A pitiable attempt to make a pain 
investment yield a joy dividend. 
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POLYGAMIST 

'A man who cleverly marries an 
unlawful number of wives in order 
to enjoy a little peace and happi- 
ness in jail. 




PROFILE 

A photograph that presents only 
one side of the subject, — the 
negative. 




PROGRESSIVE. HOPE. 

A man who wears a Bull Moose in 
his button-hole but is tickled to 
death to carry water for the 
Elephant for the sake of a free 
seat in the Big Show. 

REPUBLICAN. FAITH. 

"The substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen." 

DEMOCRAT. CHARITY. 
Now distributing fat jobs among 
lean partisans and shaking the 
plum tree for hungry henchmen. 

PRUNE 

A plum in the last stages of con- 
sumption. 
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PROPERTY 

A commodity that seems to endow 
Rich Relatives with exasperatingly 
long lives. 




PROGRESS 

An enduring social edifice, con- 
sisting of nine-tenths general dis- 
content and one-tenth concrete 
construction. 

PROPOSALS 

Profits earned in the male order 
business conducted by debutantes 
and widows. 

PSITTACUS ERYTHACUS 

Scientific name for a parrot, al- 
though few parrots ever mention 
the fact themselves. 




PURITAN 

A title that is of great comfort 
to plain, good women who never 
had a chance to be beautiful and 
bad. 
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Brewer has nothing to say about "Q." 
But toe hazard a guess thai queues were 
first used by Chinamen. 

QUADRILLE 

A legendary form of entertainment 
said to have thrived in ball rooms 
in prehistoric times. 

QUAHAUG 

An old hard-shell that believes in 
immersion. 

QUART 

A bar-room bottle containing a 
full measure of Trouble. 



QUARTET 



m 




Two pairs of bellows engaged 
sound argument. 
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QUEUE 

A human pigtail glued to a Celes- 
tial bean. 




QUILT 

A shake-down for chambermaids. 



go 



TT\ This is the so-catted dog-letter, because 
f^ a dog in snarling says "jR-r-r-r-r-r/" 
JL V — Brewer. 

The same noise and the same Utter 
now start Reformers going. 




RADIUM 

Something that's much rarer, but 
less destructible, than Love, with 
about the same number of humans 
dying for it. 



RAILROADS 

Public utilities chartered to run 
from Bad to Worse, but never on 
the level. 




RAILROAD WRECK 

What happens after the Morga- 
natic marriage of a Common Car- 
rier to a Money King. 

m 

RAINBOW 

Mother Earth trying to smuggle 
a colored wig into Heaven. 
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RATTAN 

An old-fashioned contrivance for 
making a dull pupil smart. 

REFORMER 

An artist who gives us our very 
worst pictures, since he prefers 
vitriol to veracity as a medium. 




RELATIONS 

A tiresome set of people who are 
generally hard up and importunate, 
or else rich and disagreeable and, 
in either case, live altogether too 
long. 

yi 

RELIGION 

A spiritual precipitate found at 
the bottom of "The Inside of the 
Cup." 




REMORSE 

In Man, the beginning of wisdom; 
in Woman, the end of indiscretions. 

yi 

RENT 

A sacrifice play to prevent a put- 
out at home. 
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REPUTATION 

The well-varnished shell that often 
conceals a vacuum, or, at most, 
only a dried pea. 

m 

RETAINER 

The Honorarium you hand an 
attorney to prevent his accepting 
a Bribe from your opponents. 

m 

REVOLUTION (Latin American) 




A gang of Butchers on a slay ride 
versus a lot of Village Cut-ups, 
giving a gun-play. 

m 

RIBS 

Slats that are ticklish covering 
organs that are sound. 
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ROUGE 

A quick-change artist playing one- 
night stands. 

" Many thanks for the lost bloom of Youth*" cried 
Miss Meek, 
As Art kindly gave her a Paste on the cheek! 




ROLLING-PIN 

The "wax him " silencer employed 
by a Wife after Watchful Waiting 
is over. 
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£y "Brewer's Phrase and Fable" is omin- 
^ ously silent on the subject of "8." 

*— ' Which it not surprising. You can 
see for yourself, it's the one big Crook 

of the whole alphabet. 



SABLES # * 

Warm articles. 
SET OF SABLES 




Eight cullud pussons dancing the 
Lancers. 

m 

SANITATION 

A modern movement for making 
Two germs flee where only One 
fled before. 

m 

SCHOLAR 

A man who spends his life learning 
all about something nobody else 
wants to know anything about. 
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SAUERKRAUT 

The Old Souse of the Cabbage 
Family. 

SCHOOL 

A wise man's invention for intro- 
ducing fractious children to Frac- 
tions and keeping distracted 
mothers out of the insane asylum. 

SCRUPLES 

An old-fashioned virtue occasion- 
ally revived on the brink of the 
grave, but seldom present at a 
meeting of the Board of Directors. 




SENTIMENT 

A becoming human attribute, in- 
vented by a Poet and worked for 
all it's worth by confectioners, 
florists and jewelers. 




SHAMPOO 

Making a bolt for a bowl and 
putting a washer on a nut. 

SHILLELAH 

A species of Tad pole. 
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SHEEP'S EYES 

The kind a man makes after a 

woman gets his goat. 

n 

SHINGLE 




A director's board meeting at the 
seat of war. 

m 

SIGHT-SEEING 

Having one's head turned by a 
lot of attention. 

Efl 

SKY-SCRAPER 

An establishment for elevating the 
working classes. 

m 

SLANG 

Language in overalls. 

ORATORY 

Language in a dress suit. 
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SLAY \ 

SLEIGH / 

To remove one from earth and 
put him where the going is good. 



SLEUTHS 

Little Bo Peeps looking for crooks. 



SLIT SKIRT 





A good opening for a far-sighted 
young man. 



SNOW 

On the farm, sleighing; in the 
city, cursing; on your shovel, the 
great white plague. 




SOAP 

The stuff that removes "me" from 
"grime" and takes the "I" away 
from "dirt." 
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SOCIETY WOMAN 

A social porch climber who 
succeeds in breaking and entering, 
obtaining Recognition under false 
pretences and carrying concealed 
parents without danger of arrest. 




SOCIETY 

A useful group of humans who 
always show us what's the im- 
proper thing in dress, talk and 
behavior. 




SODA 

Something women and children 
are always getting in drug stores 
to keep their silver from tarnishing. 

m 

SOMNAMBULIST 

A person who goes to bed and 
dreams he's a letter carrier. 

m 

SOOT 

A kind of consolation prize vouch- 
safed to a Pittsburgher when he 
prays for rain. 

09 
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STATUE 

A man of clay that means nothing 
but dust to a woman. 



STOCKING 




The Woman's regional bank that 
gets most of Man's elastic currency. 

EH 

SPITTOON 

A bar-room target that has helped 
make the American gunner the 
greatest marksman in the world. 



STATESMANSHIP 

Saving the State from the Rabble. 

POLITICS 

The art of standing in with the 

Mob. 
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STENOGRAPHER 

A woman hired by a man to pro- 
mote something besides shop-talk 
around his place of business. 

STORIES 

(Risque.) Goods that never run 
worse than the drummers' samples. 
(Parlor.) Same thing, after dry 
cleansing. (After Dinner.) Oral 
delivery, strictly aboveboard. 
(Cereal.) Those full-page break- 
fast food advertisements. 

m 

STYLES (Latest) 

Draped Distress on a perfectly 
happy woman. 

STREET CARS 




Just one jammed thing after 
another. 
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STRIKES 

Organized Ignorance shaking its 
fist at Corporate Phlegm. 

u$ 

SUBMARINE 

A sinking Sensation in naval 
circles. 

SUFFRAGE 

A harmless diversion for the wife 
which every Husband should en- 
courage, as tending to lower the 
high cost of lingerie, limousines 
and liaisons. 

SUBWAY 

A tube for shooting explosive 
humans through. 

m 

SULTAN 

A Turkish ruler having two 
hundred wives. Sultan is derived 
from sole, meaning alone, and 
Ann, a woman; hence, alone with 
the women. 

SWEATER 

A yarn about an athlete. 
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SUNSETS 

A marvellous natural phenomenon 
which provides dull people at 
summer resorts with something 
to talk about. 

SWIMMING 

The New Freedom in trunks. 

m 

SYLPH 

What a 200-pound dame of 38 
tells you she was at 18. 
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r M J in Music stands for "tutti" meaning 
m "afl" instruments or voices are to join. 
JL — Brewer. 

But in Art and Politics, T always 
tries to make an end of such afflictions as Cubist, 
Feminist, Futurist, Suffragist, etc. 



TANGO 




■o 




fegts 



Formerly a Pagan dance. Now, 
an American wrestling match be- 
tween a male and female, pro- 
moted by a phonograph with a 
bad record or an otherwise upright 
piano. 

TANGOING 

The noblest Charity known to 
Man, the object of which is to get 
a firmer hold on the abandoned 
woman. 
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TALKING MACHINE 

Canned tongue. 

m 

TATTOOING 

Starting an old skin in the moving 
picture business. 

TAXES 

A successful attempt at turning 
a village Millionaire into the Town 
Crier. 




TAXIDERMY 

The art of stuffing a Taxi-cab. 




TEACHER 

One who undertakes to preside 
over a body of pupils, and thereby 
learns more than any of them. 

m 

TELEPHONE GIRL 

An ear-resistible calling acquaint- 
ance. 
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TEDIOUSNESS 

The inevitable result of being a 
good husband. 

TYRANNY 

The indispensable requisite for be- 
ingr a good wife. 




TENT 

A kind of fireless cooker for 
campers. 




TERMINAL 

The one thing that generally con- 
vinces a Railroad it has gone far 
enough. 

THEATRE 

A popular resort, provided with a 
box office at one end for raking 
in the cash and a stage door at 
the other, for cashing in the Rakes. 




THE DANSANT [" tay dawnsawn "] 
A function at which you're ex- 
pected to syncopate, irrigate, 
oscillate and undulate. Fine for 
lovers who want to oolong, coo 
long and woo long. 
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THERMOS BOTTLE 

A pair of tanks suffering from 
incompatibility of temperature. 

m 

THE TARIFF 

The great American foot ball; 
requiring six months for Congress 
to do the inflating, and six years 
for the Public to get through with 
the kicking. 




THIRST 

Baked Adam's-apple. 

THOUGHT 

TJie family name of the two Brain 
babies, Fore and After. 

u$ 

THUGS 

In India, a sect devoted to Re- 
ligion, Robbery and Assassination. 
In the United States, owing to 
press of business in the other 
departments, the Religion is 
omitted. 
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TIPS 

Ransom paid bandits in serving 
clothes to prevent being garroted 
in public. 

TIGHTS 

The usual specifications ordered 
by a stare builder. 

TONGUE 

The unreliable member; if it's 
always upright, it never can lie, 
and the more it lies the less 
standing it has. 

m 

TOOTHPICKS 

The implements wherewith civili- 
zation permits a barbarian to arm 
himself to the teeth. 

m 

TOOTH POWDER 

Ammunition wherewith a civilized 
being avoids becoming a bar- 
barian. 
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TRANQUIL 

Adjective, derived from Latin trans 9 
meaning across, and quill, some- 
thing sharp worn by a porcupine. 
Hence, cross and sharp. 




TROUSERS 

Dr. Mary Walker's breeches of 
etiquette. 




TROUSSEAU 

Bridal armor for withstanding 
honeymoon shocks. 




TRUCKS 

Those powerful, low-down things 
that hold up railroad trains. 

TRUCULENT 

Having the manners of a truck. 

CO 

TURKEY TROT 

Originally, a dance; now, a sex 
problem. [Look up Chicken and 
White Slavery.] 

TWINS 

Making two blades grow where not 
even one was wanted. 
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is an old, mysterious letter. 

Yet young enough to be Gnu in part. 




UGLINESS 

Something that gives women the 
face to go forth to skin doctors. 




ULTIMATUM 

The bilious progeny of peeved 
Diplomacy. 




ULULATION 

Something that issues from a dog 
when his bark begins to peal. 




ULTRA-MARINE 
A middy blouse. 




UNGUICULATE 

Having hooks. 

"My Wife's dresses axe very unguiculate. 
Confessions of a Hooking-up Husband. 

UNICORNED 

Having but one horn. 

"The Ashman just drove by, unicorned." 
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UNION SUIT 




The one-piece that passeth under- 
standing. 

m 

UMBRELLA 

A movable water-shed with a col- 
lapsible roof suspended above a 
Grouch. 

UMPIRE 

The only King of Diamonds that I 
can beat two Nines. \ 

Ul 

USHERS 

Perfunctory adjuncts at weddings, 
really chosen to enable the Groom 
to give a bibulous Bachelor Dinner. 

ra 

UXORIOUS 

Latin exotic for Hen-pecked. 



V 



This letter is from the Hebrew "vao" 
meaning a hook. — Brewer. 

With us, the hook often comes first 
for Vaudeville actor. 




VACATIONS 

Total abstinence in the Toils. 



m 



VACUUM CLEANING 

Spring house-cleaning, in which 
Woman has at last found a sucker 
to do the work. 



m 



VALEDICTORY 




The last word. As might be ex- 
pected, this is usually delivered 
by a female. 
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VALENTINE 

Something sweet and syrup-titious 
that comes your way on February 
14. 

m 

VALET 

A kind of corporal punishment 
for having too much money. 




VEAL 

A roast of beef that never grew up. 




VEGETARIAN 

A person who never can make both 
ends meat. 

VERMICELLI 

The young of Spaghetti; grand- 
children of Macaroni. 

P3 
VERMIN 

Personal attendants who never get 

paid for their services. 

m 

VEST 

A bosom companion that goes 
round unarmed. 
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VETO 

The executive bung in the legisla- 
tive pork-barrel. 

IS 
VIOLETS 

The deep purple with which we 

adorn our queens. 




VIVISECTION 

A cut-up in frogs in order to cut 
down on funerals. 



4 • 
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is merely two V n s posing as Siamese 
twins. 

But, financially speaking, two V's 
are always equal to one X. 




WAGES 

Hire paid to hired men so they 
can hire a hired agitator to get 
them higher hire. 




WAITERS 

Restaurant bric-a-brac, often 
tipped but never upset. 




WALTZ 

Originally, a twirl by a couple of 
spielers; now a collection of 
cracked Dippers in a ball room. 




WAR 

Trying to make the blood of a 
Nation blot out the bile of its 
Rulers. 




WAVES (Ocean) 

Boreas giving Neptune a vibratory 
massage. 

115 



SJUiLIJ FOOLISH DICTIONARY 

WIFE 

A bachelor's finishing school. 
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WIGS [The Latest]. 

A determination on the part of 
a white woman to break into 
colored society, or dye in the 
attempt. 




WILD OATS 

A crop that never turns bachelors 
into farmers but often makes them 
trustworthy husband men. 




WISH 

Any mental desire or longing. 

WISHBONE 

The bone the wish comes from; 
the head. 



WIND 

Atmosphere, equipped with a self- 
starter. 



WOMAN 

A biped that always qualifies as 
a Butterfly in summer and a Fur 
Bearing Animal in winter. 

in 
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WASHERWOMAN 




A Female shaped like a washer. 

m 

WHITE SLAVERY 

The good, old alibi offered by the 
meandering minx who failed to 
heed the curfew the night before. 
MENTAL APHASIA 
The alibi offered by Father, under 
similar circumstances. 

02 

WIDOW [Grass] 

A very charming woman in whom 
a single matrimonial failure seems 
to beget a habit of going into the 
hands of receivers. 

WIDOW [Sod] 

The lachrymose relict of a lucky 
dog. 



X 



In England, "X" on beer casks 
means ten shillings for Duty. — Brewer. 

In America, "X" on a bank-bill 
means Ten Dollars for Pleasure. 

m 



XANTHOCAKPOUS 

Having yellow fruit. 

Johnny Jones has passed away. — 
The Peach he ate was green, they say: 
So don't eat fruit unless you see 
That it's a xanthocarpout tree! 

SB 

XANTIPPE 




No chicken, but good for a broil 
any time; drove Socrates to the 
tall timber, where the hemlock 
passed through him and he was 
gone. 

" I prefer belmlock to yew," cried Sot, giving 
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XEBEC 

A small sailing vessel used in the 
Mediterranean; about the only 
type that has not yet competed 
for the America's cup. 

m 

X-RAYS 

A penetrating illuminant used by a 
Doctor for locating money on a 
patient's person. 

m 

XYLOPHAGOUS 

Wood consuming. 

Mrs. Smith reported that her youngest son was 



getting quite xylophagous, haying developed a 
fondness for slippery elm." — Minute* qfthe Morbid 
Mothers' Club. 

XYLOPHONE 

Music by the pound. 



no 



rwas the Samian letter, used by Pytha- 
goras as an emblem of the straight and 
narrow path of Virtue. — Brewer. 

Now-a-days it means Yegg, and is 
used by the Police as an emblem of the broad 
and crooked path of Vice. 




YACHT RACE [International] 




Showing our heels at an Irish 
wake. 




YAWNS 

Facial tunnels produced by the 
operations of a Bore. 




YEAST-CAKE 

Emblem of the I. W. W. — mean- 
ing a nice, long loaf for every one. 
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YELL 

Pain demanding a hearing. 

COLLEGE YELL 

The Unintelligible in the mouth of 
the Insufferable. 




YODEL 

A cry of distress in a tent, immedi- 
ately following a speech by the 
Secretary of State. 

P3 
YODLER 

A piece of Swiss cheese, with a 

noise at every opening. 

P3 
YULETIDE 

High tide in the stocking, low tide 

in the purse. 
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Zw merely N tipped over on its back, 
supinely stretched in slothful dumber. 
Which probably accounts for the fact 
that it does so little work in the English 
Word Factory. 

ZEALOT 

A Live Wire who thinks he's pro- 
ducing 300 Revolutions a minute 
when he's really suffering from a 
short circuit. 




ZEBRA 

The celebrated, picturesque and 
much bestriped South African wild 
horse, constantly surrounded by 27 
colored bands — which is enough 
to make anybody wild. 




ZEPHYR 

A Breeze that's badly winded. 

P3 

ZERO 

The small, select circle in which 
Jack Frost always gets a Nip and 
Mercury gets Nothing. 
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A place where inconsiderate wo- 
men and children are allowed to 
pester a large and intelligent gath- 
ering of dumb animals. 

ZOUAVE 

A soldier whose distinguished serv- 
ice is recognized by an increase in 
pants. 



WUBDZ'S HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE 
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What is English? 

She is a baffling Puzzle, defying, every day 
in the year, the best oral and written efforts 
of one hundred and thirty million people. 

She is a mysterious Hybrid, in whose veins 
flows the blood of Low Germans and high 
Irish, Angles, Jutes and Saxons, nomadic Nor- 
man nobles, moth-eaten monastics, early Chris- 
tian Martyrs and late Broadway Favorites. 

She is an Old Hag, whose life story reads 
like a yarn by Laura Jean Libbey. Behold 
her first, a child of the poor, but honest, Aryan 
family, occupying the high table lands of 
central Asia; as she crawled around under the 
tables, a mere babe, picking up linguistic 
crumbs, little did the Aryan family dream of 
the wild and corrupt career she was plotting, 
a career that, leaping from the threshold of 
Europe, was to compass a New Continent, 
invade the Isles of the Sea and bring in thrall 
the uttermost parts of the Earth. 

In her very infancy the Aryan toddler was 

.put into the keeping of a Teutonic nurse, who 

'abducted her for the uses and behoofs of a 

parcel of Low Germans. They, in turn, carried 

her over to England, where it wasn't long before 
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the young maid had blossomed out in the good 
name of the Angles, the bodily vigor of the 
Saxons and a new Jute dress. 

Thereafter she flirted first with Caedmon 
and King Alfred, whose literary efforts she 
complicated terribly with her three genders 
and her many declensions; then with Laweman, 
the Monk, and a man of the name of Orm, 
both good "copy" creators, but unfortunately 
without benefit of publishers; next came Geof- 
frey Chaucer, who, recognizing her for a 
wanton, let her say something sterling in his 
"Canterbury Tales." Followed John Wyclif, 
who mistook her for a nun and made her the 
incomparable interpreter of Holy Writ. Soon 
after appeared the Immortal Bard of Avon, 
who, in less than three shakes of the Lion's 
tail, had her roped, tied and branded and 
eating out of his hand — and occasionally out 
of those of Edmund Spenser and Francis 
Bacon. 

This was her time of virgin purity, when she 
moved through the pages of Literature wearing 
an aureole of strength and chastity. Alas, 
would that it could have endured ! But it was 
not to be. 

Not long after, she took service in the Diary % 
of Samuel Pepys, and gradually moved from 
one low-down job to another, till she finally 
mingled with the very dregs of lingual pollution 
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in "Samanthy at Saratoga," "Fables in Slang" 
and "Perlmutter and Potash." From being 
a High Priestess of Expression, having a divine 
form and a spotless frock, she has now de- 
generated into a shapeless slattern, whom, 
out of respect for her gray hairs, we still ac- 
knowledge for our own Mother Tongue. 

For centuries, men have fought for, and 
against, her. Dr. Johnson, Noah Webster and 
certain others of the name of Worcester, Stand- 
ard and Century have reared ponderous tomes 
in her defence, only to be diverted by the lure 
of their own private squabbles. Pick up any 
one of them, and you'll readily see how one 
word has led to another; as a result of their 
petty bickerings over Spelling, Derivation, 
Meaning and Pronunciation, is it any wonder 
that the heathen rage and the people imagine a 
vain thing? 

Nor has the thickest armor-plate of the lexi- 
cographer availed against the assaults of the 
evil doer. The enemy has met old Mother 
English and she is theirs. The shafts of 
Artemus Ward and the shillelah of Mr. Dooley 
have done her mortal hurt; the fair garment of 
the Spoken Word is besmeared with the "Raus 
mit 'em" of the German and the "Isch ka 
bibble" of the Chosen People; and Orthog- 
raphy is still under ether in the operating room 
of the Simplified Spelling Board. 
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Poor old Mother English! Look at her! 
Deformed, debauched and dissected, she is 
indeed only a "rag, a bone and a hank of 
hair"; merely a shadow of Better Days, a 
melancholy reminder of pristine pulchritude, 
from which hang only the shreds of Old World 
finery, once redolent of Elizabethan essences, 
now destitute even of the odor of sanctity! 

But let us not dwell upon her woes* In 
times past she has fought valiantly, wrought 
worthily. She has woven laurels for the Poet, 
coralled votes for the Politician and set snares 
at the hest of the Plutocrat! Brethren, let us 
vote her a Carnegie Pension, lay her on a bed 
of ease and engage Esperanto to do our bidding ! 
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SIMPLE RULES OF GRAMMAR, WHICH 
NOBODY CAN DENY 






1. A SENTENCE is a thought expressed 
in words, either spoken or written. 

2. The simplest form of Sentence is the 
statement of a single fact; as, "He was Mayor." 

3. Sometimes the Sentence states two facts; 
as, "He was Mayor for a period of three 
months." 

4. PUNCTUATION. $very statement of 
fact, or simple SENTENCE, ends with a 
Period. 

Exception. In Politics, the Period sometimes 
ends with a SENTENCE; as, "He was Mayor 
for a Period of three months, followed by the 
SENTENCE, 'Two Years in Jail!' " (Note. 
A Sentence like this commonly calls for a sign 
of Exclamation.) 

5. A simple STATEMENT is called a 
PROPOSITION. A Statement may contain 
a single proposition, or a combination of Propo- 
sitions; a BANK STATEMENT is usually a 
Combination of Propositions, thus: "Assets, 
$100,000; Liabilities, $400,000"; but this is no 
Proposition to put up to a Bank Examiner, if 
the Institution wants to keep on Doing Busi- 
ness. 
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6. The principal Elements of the Sentence 
are a SUBJECT and a PREDICATE, as in 
the Sentence, "The Cockney is a Fool," 
"Cockney" is the Subject and "Is a Fool" is 
the Predicate; or, to put it another way, the 
Cockney is a darn Fool to be a Subject at all, 
when for $16 he can float over to Castle Island 
and become a Regular Citizen. 

7. MODIFYING ELEMENTS. Adjec- 
tives modify nouns and pronouns; Adverbs 
modify verbs, adjectives and other adverbs. 

ADJECTIVES: In the Sentence, "The 
Bearded Lady Plays the Cornet," "bearded" 
an adjective, modifies "lady," a noun — besides 
exposing her to the annoyance of getting a 
Hair in Her Mouth. 

ADVERBS. In the Sentence, "My Neigh- 
bor's Dog Bites Fiercely," "fiercely" modifies 
"bites," although personally, we'd much 
rather have the bites Muzzled than Modified. 

8. The verb "To Be," in its various forms, is 
usually used to connect the Subject to its 
Attributes; as, "John is Good." Here "is" 
connects "John" with the Attribute "good," 
although, if John happens to be an American 
youngster old enough to be teething, "John 
was Good" would be more to the point. 

9. The KINDS OF SENTENCES are Four 
in number. 
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A DECLARATIVE Sentence is used to 
affirm a Fact; as, "Your Rubber Band encloses 
a Roll." 

An INTERROGATIVE Sentence is used to 
ask a Question; as, "Have You Any Money?" 

An IMPERATIVE Sentence is used to ex- 
press an Entreaty ; as, " Lend Me Two Dollars !" 

The Answer is an EXCLAMATORY Sen- 
tence; thus, "Alas! My Money is All Tied 
Up!" 



130 



THE TRUE MEANINGS OF VARIOUS 
WORDS, PHRASES AND PROVERBS 
FROM FOREIGN LANGUAGES FRE- 
EH QU ENTLY USED IN ENGLISH JH 

LITERATURE 



1 11 II 11 ij(i W^M^Uiu^flil li U* 19 ill l 



Ad nauseam. (See raaZ cfe mer). 

Betenoir. It's a bear! 

Carte blanche. A white hearse. 

Demi tasse. What you say to the Waiter, when 

all else fails. 
Deus ex machina. Something the Motorist 

yearns for when he has to "get out and 

get under." 
Disjecta membra. What happens to the Pedes- 
trian when he doesn't hear the horn. 
Dramatis personae. Persons who cannot be 

prevented from going on the stage. 
En deshabille. Something from the French 

that covers very little but exposes quite 

a lot. 
Entente cordiale. Cordiality in a tent. 
Excelsior. "More Elevated!" New York's 

motto, — and greatest need. 
Hie jacet. " Here lies." Motto of the Ananias 

Club. — ^ 

Hoipollai. A Greek term for "the People "and / 

the people's term for Greek immigrants. / 

Hors de combat. A bucking broncho. J 

131 



HUM I I 1 1 1 I ■ II II I H I Mini 



*+*."^".»+A. 



FOOLISH DICTIONARY 




In hoc signo vinces. Conquered by the sign of 

the hock-shop! 
In vino Veritas. "In wine there is truth" — 

but the label often lies. 
Lapsus linguae. "A slip of the tongue" — 

that frequently accomplishes the fall of 

Error. 
Mai de mer. What the First Cabin suffers; the 

rest are merely seasick. 
Nota bene. (Not a bean) Broke! 
Omnia vincit armor. "Love conquers all 

things," but Marriage needs the "quid 

pro quo." 
Pate de foie gras. What you used to eat before 

the income tax drove you to beans. 
Piece de resistance. The steak you cannot cut 

or chew. 
' Petit pois. Things that roll off your knife. 
Siste, viator! Desist, aviator! 
Sub rosa. " Under the rose ' ' — meaning 

thorns, whereby you're nettled 'cause you 

can't repeat it. 
Table d'hote. Nourishment in driblets. 
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NAMES OF BIBLE CHARACTERS AND 
PLACES EXPLAINED IN SIMPLE 

TERMS QXQDI 
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ADAM. A sterling character of ancient times 
who prospered in the spare-rib trade but 
made a failure in the fruit business. 

EVE. The world's first suffragette, who raised 
Cain even more effectually than the 
modern militant. 

ABRAHAM. The old Israelite who scattered 
his seed all over the world and set a bad 
example to Congressmen with agricul- 
tural constituencies. 

ABSALOM. Jerusalem's first High Roller, 
who invented the Purple Night, the Dark 
Brown Taste and the Morning After. 

ANANIAS. Pioneer prevaricator and patron 
saint of Tax Dodgers. Ananias was the 
first to try putting one over on the 
Assessors. He died in the attempt. 

BALAAM. One of the pioneers who conducted 
a general prophetting business among the 
Israelites and Moabites. Joined the 
world's first Rough Riders in 1452 B.C. 
but made a fizzle of his first hike and 
was dismissed from the service. 
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BABEL. The place that first suggested the 
possibilities of voice culture and triple 
tongueing. 

DAVID. A Kterary athlete who left to the 
world one lifeless giant and 150 deathless 
psalms. 

RUTH. The lady who said "Yes" when she 
found Boaz Ruth-less. 

JOSHUA. The man who made the sun stand 
still and died, unmourned of any of the 
local gas or electric light companies. 

SOLOMON. An ancient king whose domestic 
arrangements are still emulated in Salt 
Lake City. 

DELILAH. The lady who deprived Samson of 
his capillary attraction and did such a 
thorough job that most husbands have 
been buying hair restorer ever since. 

JOB. An easy-going martyr who preferred 
twenty-seven boils to one flaxseed 
poultice. 
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THE HU MAN FAMILY, OTCLUDmQTgg 
FIVE RACES OF MAN 



1. AMERICAN. A race of aborigines, 
originally numerous in North and South 




America, red skinned by Nature and well 
skinned by the whites. Almost extinct, al- 
though a few stoical specimens are occasionally 
seen on the ball field. 

a 

2. CAUCASIAN. The great white race, 
numbering 625,000,000; inventors of Chris- 
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tianity, black and white slavery, war, automo- 
biles, trading stamps and grand opera. Dealers 
in cigars and tobacco, Republicans, Democrats 
and Progressives, ales, wines and liquors. 
Called "Caucasians" because they first in- 
vented Caucuses. . 



3. MALAY. The crisp and tasty Brown 
race, done brown by the Tropic sun after 




carefully mixing the following ingredients: 
Sikhs, Jats, Rajpoots, Mahrattas, Bengalese, 
Cingalese, Malabars, Tamals, Telingas, Abys- 
sinians, Berabras, Gallas, Fellans, Javanese, 
Battas, Bougis, Maccassars, Dyaks, Togals, 
Maoris, Tongas, Tahitians, Pomotuans, Mar- 
quesans, Sandwichians, Ladrone, Caroline and 
Mulgrave Islanders. 

Principal occupations are head-hunting, 
bone-scraping and never allowing their Tailor 
Bills to exceed the National Debt. To a 
Frenchman a Malay is a melee, and we're 
inclined to think he's right. 
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4. MONGOLIAN. The Yellow race, in- 
cluding Eskimos, Turks, Professors of jiu 




jitsu and laundrymen in exposed shirt-tails, 
Though he wears almond eyes, the Mongolian 
is no Nut. 



&, NEGRO. The numerous black race, 
scattered all over Africa and the United States, 




and including Kaffirs, Papuans, Fijians, Anda- 
marans, Hottentots, Pullman Porters and Jack 
Johnson. Chief industries are picka ninn ies, 
unwashed wool, hand-picked chickens, re- 
ligion, reproduction and repose. 



FOOLISH ANATOMY IN ONE LESSON 
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a, by All Bone. 

c, Mouth; feminine 
gender usually good for 
1200 revolutions a min- 
ute. For safe and sane 
existence, apply Maxim 
Silencer. 

d y Jaw-bone of an ass; 
fully equipped with cuss- 
words, cuspids and cuds, 
submerged exhaust and 
self starter. 

e, Neck; one of the Rubberset 
products. 

/, Shoulder; cold to 
the Touch, when made 
by Poor Relations; occa- 
sionally put to the wheel, 
when sufficiently urged. 

g, Humerus; next door 
to the funny-bone. 

A, Ribs overlooked by Eve, when Starting 
in Business for Herself. 

i, Backbone; X-ray examinations show this 
can be anything from a steel rail to a cup 
custard. 

j 9 Hands; creators of your Palmy Days, 
either through Honest Toil, or Five-finger 
Exercises in Other People's pockets. 

k 9 Formerly, knees, or leg hinges; now, 
dippers, or toggle-joints for tangoers, (Apply 
oil-can before trying the New Steps.) 

2, Feet; used for filling pumps and congest- 
ing chiropodists' offices. 
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The Human Fnme-Up 



JTHE NEW AND REVISED SEVENj 
Uj WONDERS OF THE WORLD ffl 



1. HANGING GARDENS OF DIXIE 




With Judge Lynch in slaying and black 
burying parties. 

m 



8. COLOSSUS OF ROADS 




The great American invention for making 
a Saucy Politician look like a Gingerbread 
Man. 



THE ALTOGETHER HEW 



3. "TY" COBB 




Who swats flies and puts the shine on 
diamonds. 

m 



4. PANAMA CANAL 




Two Tides with but a single bed, two Seas 
that snore as one. 



UMi FOOLISH DICTIONARY 
fi. VACUUM CLEANER 




The little sucker that knocks half the 
"weep" out of "sweep." 



6. PEACE PALACE AT THE HAGUE 




Foreign olive branch of Carnegie armour 
plate works at Pittsburgh. 



FOOLISH DICTIONARY 



JM 



7. THE GREAT AMERICAN DOLLAR 




The stuff that keeps the sunlight shilling 
Upon the Crowd with the Silver Lining. 



ORNITHOLOGY , OR BIRD S YOU OUGH T 

BiQM&ffiy to know UMJMMMMS 

ALBATROSS. The 
largest web-footed sea 
bird; capable of rising 
to great heights and 
often seen far from 
land. (Do not confuse 
with the old ALBA- 
TROSS NOVEL, 
which aspired to no 
heights and was generally seen far from Mrs. 
Grundy.) 




a 



AUK. A fierce-looking edifice, 
having door-knobs for wings, um- 
brellas for feet, and a boiled shirt. 
Makes its home in Labrador which 
probably accounts for the sparse- 
ness of the population. 



CANARY. 

. The yellow streak in a 
birdcage. 




yjJU THE ALTOGETHER NEW 

GOOSE. A harm- 
less graminivorant, -^^ 
having two web feet, 
a durable set of wings 
and the habits of a 
hydroaeroplane. This 
useful bird puts 
feathers in our beds 
and quills in our ink 
pots; gives us goose- 
berries in summer, 
goose flesh in winter 
and goose eggs on the score board the year 
round. 



COCKATOO. The only 

member of the parrot family 
who's got a really up-to-date 
lid. 





LYRE-BIRD. 

No such animal. That's 
what makes him a Liar. 
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DODO. A plump, 
well nourished little 
rascal — weighing about 
three hundred pounds — 
once common in the 
Indian Ocean; now as 
extinct as the ichthyo- 
saurus, Large Families 
and the Virginia Reel. 



LOON. A pigeon-toed 
turtle with barn-owl 
wings, turkey buzzard 
beak, collapsible neck, 
folding pocket appetite 
and no near neighbors; 
prefers cold storage in 
the Arctic to being fresh- 
killed in the Temperate 
Zone. Who's loony now?" 





FLAMINGO. 

The sacred bird of Wall 
Street. 
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CASSOWARY. A large 
brevipennate of the genus 
ttratkio casuarius, or, in 
simple words, an imitation 
ostrich, only shorter and 
stouter, with not nearly so t 
much money tied up in un- 
cured willow plumes. On its 
head is a kind of helmet, 
consisting of overlapping 
plates, in three sizes — breakfast, dinner and 
supper. The cassowary is very wary; in fact, 
he's a shrinking violet, capable of shrinking at 
the rate of two hundred yards in ten seconds — 
the record for Malacca and Java, where he 
maintains permanent training quarters. 




ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF PRO MINENT 
AMERICAN FAMILIES 




WILSON. Gar- 
ters regardant 
(dexter), meaning 
Elastic Currency. 
Underwood- Si m - 
mons Bill (sinister), 
for Lower Tariff. 
Foot, natant, on 
Octopus, fretted, 
indicating Anti- 
Trust measures. Peace Dove, complaisant, 
perched on Garbage Barrel, combatant, sug- 
gesting That Watchful Waiting Stuff. Quick- 
change Family Motto: "Vi et annul" 
"Laiasez fairs!" 

m 

THE ARMS OF NAT GOODWIN. 

, Five female hearts, 
impaled. Five 
wedding bells, 
cracked. Four di- 
vorce decrees, 
statant. Future 
Mrs. Goodwins, ex- 
pectant. Family 
Motto: " Sic temper 
habeae corpus!" 
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UNCLE SAM'S 
NEW SHIELD. 
(Subject to the 
Recall.) Ship, re- 
cursant, on ocean, 
gules, approaching 
cask, labelled. 
Figure, rampant, 
filling speaking trumpet, engouleed with lan- 
guage, blatant. Motto: Let us hone Peace 
and Concord — grapes!" 





THE MRS. O. H. P. BELMONT DRESS 

SHIELD 




President, peroxide, in White House Chair, 
glued. Policemaid, insurgent, with Club, 
sinister. Firewoman, issuant, with Hose, 
aquatic. Bewhiskered Male, with Face argent 
and caboched. Insect, couchant, behind 
Phonograph, sanguine. Sub rosa: Female 
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seraphim, aspectant, before Ballot Box, 
statant, engrailled with Ribbons, azure, and 
Ruffles, flotant. Sudorific Motto: "Hie jacet 
homo in extremis!" 




BOOK-PLATE FOR AMERICAN 

LEGE YOUTH 

Wine, flotant. 
Woman, displayed. 
Automobile, pas- 
sant. Football 
Hero, salient. 
Books and Mid- 
night Oil 9 dormant. 
Motto: "Alma 
Mater Sans Soucil" 



COL- 
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